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“The Gospel’s Glorious End!”      Text – Romans 16:25-27      HC QA 65    OT Reading – Psalm 145 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
They say that all good things must come to an end.  And we could maybe argue that in one sense but I think we understand the general gist of the saying.  So the time has come for us to say farewell to the book of Romans, or, more correctly, ‘til we meet again!  

We began this series on May 19 of last year.  

And we have worked through the Book of Romans noting how its major threefold division of SSS – sin/salvation/service or GGG – guilt/grace/gratitude is reflected in the content of the Heidelberg Catechism.  

And in this we have let the Book of Romans be our guide, which is why we have gone here and there within the Catechism from week to week.  

And we have seen that the gospel is the theme of Romans.  So it comes as no surprise that Paul draws together all the elements of the gospel that he has surveyed throughout the book in these closing verses.  
In the beginning of Romans he introduced the gospel, then he explained the gospel, and lately has been showing us the gospel’s end (or the gospel’s goal or the gospel’s effect).  

And he ends this section with doxology.  And as we have noted before, doxology literally means ‘glory word.’  
And may it be that what we have seen in Romans and what we consider today leads us to doxology – a song of glory to God and a life lived to the glory of God.  
Today, then, we consider the gospel’s glorious end.  
And we do so noting five points: Firstly, the gospel’s ultimate end, secondly, the gospel’s unshakeable foundation, thirdly, the gospel’s unbendable activity, fourthly, the gospel’s unswerving method, and fifthly, the gospel’s universal fruit.
So firstly, the gospel’s ultimate end.  And we see this with the beginning of v25 and in v27, in the words, “Now to Him … to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!  

Congregation, catechism classes began again this week and with my first Cato class, the lesson was on prayer.  And the lesson began with this question: If you could have anything your heart desired, short term or long term, anything in the whole wide world, what would be your most important petition or request?
And you would have been impressed with the good answers of your children (  They spoke about a godly life and a Christian marriage and being useful servants of the Lord.  There was no mention of a new iphone 6 or good exam results!

But the precise answer that the questioner was searching for was the very first petition that the Lord Jesus taught us to pray in what we know as The Lord’s Prayer.  Do you boys and girls remember what that is?  “Hallowed be your name.”  
Our chief desire ought to be that God’s name is hallowed.  And hallowed means honoured, feared, venerated, elevated, separated from the common, regarded with feelings of respect and reverence; considered exalted or to be in awe of, holy, sacred, consecrated, sanctified, blessed, or sacrosanct.  It means, to be glorified.

Revelation 4:11 says, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory.”  Psalm 145:3 says, “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise.”  
And so, God created mankind in His own image.  And he did this in order that mankind might reflect His glory and glorify Him.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism puts it like this: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  

But mankind fell into sin.  And since then, the most basic problem of the human condition is what Paul describes way back in 1:21 – “For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him.”  Romans 3:23 describes it like this: “For all have sinned and (what?) fall short of the glory of God.”  Because of the sinful nature that we are born with and the sins we personally commit, we do not give God the glory He deserves.
So that is the sin section of Romans, ch’s 1-3, in a nutshell – “We fall short of the glory of God.”  And so, as it says a little later in Romans, “The wages of sin is death.”  We deserve eternal condemnation.
But then comes the good news of the SALVATION SECTION in ch’s 3:21-ch. 11.  For there we are told that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, so that by believing in Him we might be justified; cleansed; renewed; made righteous.  
And Paul’s key point as this section begins is that we are justified not by works; not by obeying the law, but by (?) believing in Jesus Christ.  We trust in Who Jesus is and what Jesus has done for us on the cross of Calvary.  So, what we deserve is death, but what Jesus has gained for us is eternal life.  

So we are justified not by our works but by believing in Jesus Christ.  Why?  So that God may receive the glory.  
But then we come to ROMANS 5-8 and the reality of the Christian life.  Is the Christian life one of perfect peace and holiness and obedience and trust in God?  Does that describe the life that you live each day?  Or are you like the Apostle Paul, in Romans 7:15, who must confess, “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do”?  
So there is this reality of remaining sin in your life, isn’t there.  Is it hopeless then?  Must we end saying what Paul says in 7:24? “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?”  No!  For Paul continues, “Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! …  there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”  
It is not thanks be to me for living such a wonderful Christian life.  It is “Thanks be to God.”  It is not because I do this that there is no condemnation but because God has placed me “in Christ Jesus.”  And this too is so that God may receive all the glory.  
And then comes Romans 9-11 and the doctrine of election.  And we learn there that from out of the whole of the human race, God has chosen some to salvation in Jesus.  Romans 9:13, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  v16, “It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy.”  v18, “God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”  Perhaps you remember though that in the whole of that discussion the emphasis is on a gospel of mercy.  And mercy is when you don’t get what you deserve.  What we all deserve, because of our sin, is God’s eternal wrath and condemnation.  But in mercy, God chooses some, in Christ, to receive eternal life, instead.  And listen to how this mercy is described in 9:23, “What if He [God] did this to make the riches of His glory known to the objects of His mercy, whom He prepared in advance for glory.”  So it is glory from start to finish, isn’t it!
And if you know that you have been justified by faith alone, and that despite your sin, you are safe in Christ, and that all of this is because God has chosen to show mercy to you, then you will understand why all Paul can do when he has laid this out is doxology.  So at the end of Romans 11, we read, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"  "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever!”  
Now, Paul adds the word “amen” to that doxology, but I thought if I said it that now it might wake some up and disappoint them that we are not yet at the end of the sermon (  For in actual fact, we are now ready to move on to a much briefer consideration of the remaining points, beginning with, in the second place, the gospel’s unshakeable foundation.

And our consideration of the remaining points is much briefer because we have already hinted at them in the first point.  But notice how the unshakeable foundation of the gospel is set before us in 25 as we read, “Now to Him who is able...”   Why is there doxology?  Why is ‘all glory be to God’ such good news?  Why can we have confidence or assurance about our eternal destiny?  Because the unshakeable foundation of our salvation is “Him who is Able”!  
The Greek word translated here as “is able” is ‘dunamis,’ from which we get the English word ‘DYNAMITE.’  And dynamite is explosive power!  Light a stick of dynamite and put it under a rock and the rock will explode!  

And that word takes us all the way back to the first chapter of Romans and that key verse, v16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power (the dunamis/the dynamite) of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  
Psalm 115:3 says, “Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him.”

So, what pleases God?  Well, listen to Ephesians 1:5, “In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will.”  It pleases God to save some.  Will He do it, then?  Too right!  Can He do it, then?  Absolutely!  Are you sure?  Yes!  And He will do it by the gospel, which is the power – the dynamite – that saves men and women and children.
So the gospel’s unshakeable foundation is “Him who is able,” or “Him who is powerful.”  

But next we see the gospel’s unbendable activity. 
And this is seen in these words of v25, “…to establish you.”  Way back in Romans 1:11, Paul said, “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong.”  And it is the same word there as here in 16:25.  
So the activity of the gospel is to establish or strengthen or make stable or place firmly or set fast or render constant those the Father has justified in Jesus Christ.  
Immature believers are like what we read in Ephesians 4:14: They are “infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.”

From Bobbleheads – statues! 

The Thessalonian Christians were being unsettled by teachers of false doctrine.  But Paul encouraged them and called on them not to be alarmed, saying, “He called you to this through the gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  And he said, God will “Strengthen you (same word) in every good deed and word.”

The believers Peter wrote to faced intense persecution.  So Peter pointed them to the gospel and reminded them that there was for them “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power…”  And he said, God “Himself will restore you and make you strong (same word), firm and steadfast.”

So the activity of the gospel is to establish you, to strengthen you.  
And it is the unbendable activity of the gospel because it is the work of God in you by the gospel.  He establishes you in Christ.  He strengthens you in Christ.  He turns your attention, more and more, to Christ.  And He is doing that today and He will do that, finally and completely, in glory.  Listen to how Paul encouraged the Philippian believers, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  The activity of the gospel is unbendable because it is God at work in us by His Spirit.
And don’t we need to hear this, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls?  I mean, you and I live here in comfortable NZ where we can gather for worship and prayer and Bible study whenever we like.  We have libraries of good books.  We have access to sermons and articles and lectures on every topic and verse of the Bible from a 1000 different preachers.  We have elders and deacons and fellow church members who will visit us in an instant.  But we still fall into times of doubt and despair.  Am I one of God’s children, really?  We still succumb to temptation.  We still look back on days in which the Bible lay closed and our hands remained unfolded.  There are those times when we feel the very claws of the devil clasping our shoulder.  There can be times when there is the intensity of persecution.  And so, again and again in the word of God, we are reminded that the gospel establishes us or makes us strong.  

Christian, are you wobbling?  Is your faith shaky?  Do you feel yourself to be adrift on the stormy sea of doubt or temptation or fear?  Well, the activity of the gospel is “to establish you.”  And it is an unbendable activity because it is the work of God in you. 
So look to the Lord.  Read His promises, again and again and again.  Don’t withdraw from worship and fellowship and reading the Bible and prayer when you don’t feel like it or when God seems far away or when the words on the page of the Bible don’t seem to be saying anything to you at all.  Instead, apply yourself to these things because it is though these ordinary means of grace that God establishes His people.  That is His promise!
Now, there is so much to explore in these next words about a long hidden mystery.  But today we just summarize the delightful truths of vv25-26, very briefly, as we note, fourthly, the gospel’s unswerving method.

The establishing or strengthening of believers is “by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God.”

Paul was an especially commissioned apostle.  He had a calling to preach Jesus Christ to NT believers who did not yet have the NT.   So that’s why he speaks of “my gospel.”  But what his gospel was in the on the other side of the “and” – it is the proclamation of Jesus Christ.  And what the words about a mystery long hidden but now revealed amount to is, in effect, that  Genesis+Exodus+Leviticus+Numbers…+Psalms and the Prophets= (?) Jesus!  What the OT prophets could only wonder about is the gospel of Jesus Christ that Paul was so eager to come and preach to them.

But you and I have the complete Bible.  This book tells us who Jesus is and what He has done and what He is doing and what He will do.  So the unswerving method of the gospel that we must adhere to and be busy with is the proclamation of Jesus Christ.  What is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes, from Romans 1:16?  The gospel.  
In the Authorised Version of the Bible there is a portion of a verse that you will find chiselled in to many pulpits around the world.  The words say, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”

You see, I said a few moments ago that we should apply ourselves to preaching and the sacraments and prayer and fellowship.  But let us not think for a moment that salvation comes from those things, themselves.  We are not established in faith simply by listening to a preacher speak for 30 mins.  It is not Bible reading that strengthens faith.  It is not the Lord’s Supper that forgives our sins.  No, our faith is established by the Jesus Christ who is proclaimed in the preaching and who is revealed on the pages of the Bible and who is spiritually present in the signs of the Supper.  
Q/A 65 - Where does faith come from?  “The Holy Spirit produces it in our hearts by the preaching of the holy gospel, and confirms it through our use of the holy sacraments.”  And faith is, as we learn from Q/A 21 of the catechism – knowing Christ, believing Christ and being assured that what He did, He did for me, personally.  
So please pray that I as a preacher and we as those called to share the gospel individually and as a congregation may proclaim Christ.

But fifthly and finally, the closing words of v26 set before us the gospel’s universal fruit.                              
And it is universal fruit in that it is a gospel for “all nations.”  
The OT is the story of God working in a saving way with the Jews with the temple at the centre of their life.

But then came Jesus!  And the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom.  And then the temples was destroyed.  And then, just before He left earth, Jesus said in Matthew 28, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”
And Paul said, Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”
So there was to be this new, universal focus of God’s saving activity.  

And passages like Ephesians 2 explain that now people do not need to be brought to the temple in Jerusalem, but that we take the gospel of Jesus to the people.  And regardless of where they are on the earth, “In [Christ] the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”
The people no longer need to come to a physical building called the temple.  The gospel now goes to them and makes them the temple of the Holy Spirit and joins them to the church that the Lord Jesus Christ is building all over the world!
But in terms of the fruit of the gospel, what does the Great Commission call us to?  Two things: “You are to go and make disciples, baptizing them (which speaks faith)… and teaching them to obey (which speaks of obedience) everything I have commanded you.”  
And it is those two things that we see here in v26 – The gospel of Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed “so that all nations might believe and obey Him,” or, as other versions put it, “to all nations for the obedience of faith.”    
Faith and obedience, you see, are the inseparable twins that the gospel births.  In terms of the Roman Christians, Paul said, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world.”  But just a few verses earlier in 16:19, he said, “Everyone has heard about your obedience.”  James 2:26 – “Faith without deeds is dead.”
At the end of October, we hope to celebrate Reformation Day.  And perhaps the key doctrine of the Reformation was the rediscovery of the truth that we are justified by faith alone.  But we are not justified by a lonely faith.  
Romans 10:9   if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  That’s faith.
Romans 12:1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.”  That’s obedience.  
And perhaps no verse of the Bible best catches the whole package so profoundly and simply as 1 Corinthians 10:31, which says, “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  

So, coming all the way back to where we started, when we pray, Hallowed be your name, we are saying, Lord, make my life a life of doxology!  Help me to glorify you, in the ‘big’ things and the ‘small’ things, for you are worthy of praise!  
You have rescued me from the wrath and condemnation that I deserve.  By your grace and mercy I know that nothing can separate me from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.  

So help me Lord, as a husband or a wife or an employer or a worker or a student or a widow or a single person or a child to glorify you.
And people of God, because we cannot do this in our own strength, it is to the Lord that we turn.

Benediction – So May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.  Amen.

Then sing doxology – 151 – Glory be to God the Father.

